
 

AGENDA 
KANSAS LOTTERY GAMING FACILITY REVIEW BOARD 

9:00 a.m., Tuesday, August 5, 2008 
Telephone Conference 

 
At the start time on: August 5 ,2008 

Dial (877)278-8131 
When prompted, enter the Conference ID: 104872 

When prompted, enter : 2 
(You will then be placed into the conference. You will 

hear music on hold until the Host speaks.) 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
C. BOARD ITEMS 
 

1. Regarding the southeast gaming zone: 
a. Review Board questions regarding Kansas Penn Gaming LLC proposal 
b. Requests for follow-up information from Kansas Penn Gaming LLC 
c. Requests for follow-up information from Review Board consultant team 

regarding Kansas Penn Gaming LLC proposal 
 

2. Regarding the south central gaming zone: 
a. Review Board questions regarding Sumner Gaming Joint Venture LLC 

proposal  
b. Requests for follow-up information from Sumner Gaming Joint Venture LLC 
c. Requests for follow-up information from Review Board consultant team 

regarding Sumner Gaming Joint Venture LLC proposal 
 

d. Review Board questions regarding Penn Sumner LLC proposal 
e. Requests for follow-up information from Penn Sumner LLC 
f. Requests for follow-up information from Review Board consultant team 

regarding Penn Sumner LLC proposal 
 

g. Review Board questions regarding Marvel Gaming LLC proposal 
h. Requests for follow-up information from Marvel Gaming LLC 
i. Requests for follow-up information from Review Board consultant team 

regarding Marvel Gaming LLC proposal 
 
 

 



D. STAFF REPORTS 
 
 1. Executive Director 
 2. Chief Gaming Officer 
 3. Assistant Attorney General 
 4. Director of Administration 
 
E. OTHER MOTIONS 
 
F. ADJOURNMENT 









From: Suzie Ashlock [mailto:sja040750@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 2:39 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Harrah's Kansas Sumner Resorts 
 
Good Afternoon, 
  
I just wanted to let you know that not all of the Sumner County/Mulvane residents object to the 
casino. 
Everything I have read on this proposal says go,go,go. 
This would be a premier facility and location for the Harrah's Resort. 
It makes no sense to place it somewhere that would not bring in the money and people. 
This would enhance our schools and help our tax base. I just don't understand why some people 
can't figure this out. 
Mulvane, Exit 33 would be the ideal location for everyone. 
I just want you to know most people I work with support this facility and location. 
  
Thanks,  
Susan Ashlock 
Mulvane Resident 
 
 









From: Aaron J Blake [mailto:paper_boy21@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 9:29 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Sumner County Casino 
 
Dear Lottery Gaming Facility Review Board, 

  

I fully endorse and support the proposal by Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansas to build and operate 
a casino at Kansas Turnpike exit 33 near Mulvane. I believe their proposal is the best and will 
give the most to the state and local community. I urge you to decide in favor of Harrah's Kansas 
so that they can bring Kansas a plan that generates the highest revenue for the local area and state 
- more than $90 million each year - creating the most potential for local property tax relief, along 
with more than 2,200 local new jobs, with a wide variety of positions available in a number of 
departments to Sumner County. Thank you. 

  

Aaron J. Blake 

521 E. 9th Ave. 

Belle Plaine, KS 67013 

620-488-5451 
 
 



















From: david creamer [mailto:dc.creamer@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Fri 7/25/2008 12:16 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Summer County Casino 

First I want to thank you for your time and efforts at the Bell Plain two day meetings.  They 
were very informative. 
  
My wife and I have resided in Mulvane KS since 1986 at 518 Erin Lane.  During that time we 
have seen the area grow slowly with workers who live to the south of Wichita in our 
area commuting from the surrounding area toward the north every day. 
  
After evaluating the various options, with more jobs to the area and the increased revenue to the 
county and state, than the other propositions, we would like to heartily support the Harrahs 
Summer County Resorts exit 33 proposal.  We know you will make the best decision for this 
area and for the State of Kansas. 
  
Thank You 
David and Cynthia Creamer 
Mulvane, KS 
 









From: carol doss [mailto:cdoss3@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 1:41 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Harrahs bid for a casino at Exit 33 
 
I am very much for Harrahs' bid for a casino at Exit 33 on the Kansas Turnpike close to 
Mulvane.  It would bring in the most money for Kansas because it is closer to Wichita and many 
people from Wichita go to Oklahoma to gamble.  It would also help the property owners in 
Mulvane and Lord knows, we need the help.   
  
Carol Doss 
603 Charles 
Mulvane 
 







From: Brian Fox [mailto:bfox8@cox.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 5:23 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansas 
 
My wife, Marjie, and I, retiree residents of Mulvane, want you to know that we are strong 
supporters of Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansas casino at exit 33, not only for what it will mean to 
the community, but also because we think it is the best proposal of the three for the state.   
We are very excited about this opportunity. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Brian and Marjie Fox 
602 Ridge Point Drive 
Mulvane, KS 67110  
       



From: SFu4571774@aol.com [mailto:SFu4571774@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 7:20 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: CASINO 
 
Dear Lottery Gaming Review Board: 
  
We were unable to attend the Belle Plain, KS Casino hearing meeting and would like to express our 
wishes. 
We wholly support the Harrah's Casino at exit 33 in Mulvane, KS. 
  
It is our desire the State of Kansas as well as Mulvane reap the most possible profit from any casino in 
this area. 
We haven an immense circle of friends in Wichita that would certainly come to Mulvane as opposed to 
Wellington, as it would be in closer proximity to their residences and would enable them a lesser drive. 
  
We are just some of the residents of Mulvane that voted "NO" for a casino in Sedgwick County so we 
would have the opportunity of one in Sumner County. 
  
Please consider the proposal for Exit 33, and reap the positive rewards. 
  
Thank You, 
Bob Fuller 
Shirley Fuller 
1223 N. First Ave. 
Mulvane, KS 67110 
 

 









From: Gayle Hablitzel [mailto:gblitze@sktc.net]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 10:25 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: harrah's sumner county resorts,pro 
 
Mr Chairman and distinguished board members,         you all have a really hard decision to make 
regarding the sumner county casino and i am sure you will make the right decision both for the state of 
kansas and for sumner county, ks.   it is my opinion that harrah's will provide the most professional job of 
management and the greatest return of revenue for all concerned.  i beleive that harrah's will also provide 
the kind of image of kansas that we all would wish to share with our great nation and bring the greatest 
tourism draw to kansas that we can offer here in sumner county.   this whole thing actually hinges on the 
basic guide lines that you must use to make your final decision for the betterment of kansas [finanancially] 
and for sumner county.   the south end of sumner county has for a long time suffered with employment 
issues [the lack of] and harrah's is offering an employment opportunity that exceeds the offerings of the 
competition for this county.  in the past i have seen most all progress in sumner county go to the 
wellington area, isn't it about time the rest of the county got a break and an opportunity to share the 
wealth? the financial projections of harrah's do exceed all other proposals, would not the state  also be in 
a better position to prosper with the additional revenue in the state coffers?  as you the board members 
consider your decision, please consider the opinion of this tax payer, voter,senior citizen,ex army veteran 
of vietnam and generally concerned citizen of sumner county kansas and lifetime kansan.  ad aspera 
peraspera.        gayle c. hablitzel    915 no. sumner st.     belle plaine,ks 67013  -------  1-316-209-6373 
cell     or    1-620-488-3929 home    or     1-316-777-1191 work   also e-mail to   gblitze@sktc.net          
THANK  YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION! 
 

mailto:gblitze@sktc.net
























From: Robert Hightower [mailto:robhld@cox.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 3:55 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Harrahs casino exit33 
 
  LOTTERY GAMING FACILITY REVIEW BOARD.---Ladies & Gentlemen   I am an old time 
Mulvane person-,wholeheartily supporting the Harrahs resort at the Mulvane Exit 33. I have 
lived in Mulvane for 53 years,& i have many relatives & friends in this town--now in talking to 
neighbors,relatives, and to people around town i find almost unanimous support. I don't find all 
of this opposition that i hear about from the Wellington C. O. C. (THEIR) county 
commissioners, & some of the Wichita Media. I want you to know that the city of Mulvane 
wholeheartily supports this resort--and it would be a shame if you decided against us because of 
.a small minority of loud & uninformed people .I sincerely hope you will base your decision on 
the economic facts.  Sincerely   Robert Hightower 





Dear Review Board: 
 
I am writing this letter to let you know the wishes of residents in Hutchinson, Reno 
County, Kansas. 
 
It was our understanding that the Sumner/Sedgwick County gaming zone was for ALL 
the residents of Kansas and not just one community within our State.  We would love to 
be able to take a weekend trip that would not cost us a fortune in gas, and the Mulvane 
Exit 33 is the ideal location.  Harrah’s Kansas Resort/Casino is just that, a Resort/Casino 
offering name recognition, Paula Deen Buffet, Toby Keith Bar and Grill, and a wonderful 
golf course.  This is what we want, things to do as well as having fun in the casino, not a 
no name casino with no amenities.  We want our vacation dollars to go a long way in 
enjoyment and that is what Harrah’s is offering. 
 
Please make your decision based on what the best Resort/Casino will offer all the 
residents of Kansas, and after seeing all the numbers from your consultants, it appears 
there is only one choice, Harrah’s. 
 
Thank you for listening to all the residents of Kansas and please give our area a first class 
resort for those of us in this area to enjoy frequently. 
 
Most Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Maranda Magnuson 
Jason Magnuson 
Stormey Wingert 
Barry Wingert 
Holly Dougherty 
James Medina 
Sean Bartley 
James Francis 
Cory Softley 
Melinda Northrup 
Josh Fisher 
Steve Hoschouer Jr. 
Shawan Hoschouer 
Craing Kitts 
 













From: DAISYQUE@aol.com [mailto:DAISYQUE@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, July 25, 2008 5:01 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: SUMNER RESORTS HARRAH'S KANSAS 
 
I BELIEVE THE HARRAH'S PROPOSAL IS THE BEST AND WILL GIVE THE MOST TO THE STATE 
AND LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
  
I LIVE  3 MILES EAST OF MULVANE AND SUPPORT THE EXIT 33 PROPOSAL. 
  
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS AND TIME TO MAKE THIS VERY DIFFICULT DECISION. 
  
I WAS IMPRESSED WITH ALL OF YOU AT THE BELLE PLAINE MEETING. 
  
THANKS 
LINDA LEATHERMAN 
HAVE A DAISY OF A DAY  

 
God makes a promise. Faith believes it. Hope anticipates it. And patience waits quietly for it. Do you trust 
the Lord enough to be patient for His way and His time?  
 

 



From: Monique Strong 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 1:39 PM 
To: Jay Hall 
Subject: Harrah's supporter 
Bud and Pat Maxton wanted to voice there vote for Harrah’s casino to be placed in Sumner County.  She 
asked that I forward this to the Lottery Review Board members. 
  
Address: 1262 E. 90th 

BellePlaine, KS 67152 
 









From: Bob Miller [mailto:rlmejm@cox.net]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 3:11 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Cc: info@sumnerresorts.com 
Subject: Sumner Resorts Harrahs Kansas 
 
Gentleman; 
  
This e-mail is written to provide you with our personal endorsement and support of the proposed Sumner 
Resorts Harrah's Kansas proposal 
  
We feel strongly that the Harrah's proposal is the one that is most in line with the intent of the legislation 
and is the proposal that is in the best interest of Kansas and Sumner  County. 
  
Following are the reasons we feel the way we do. 
  
1. This resort will provide the most income for the state and the county which is what the legislation 
intends. It has been proven by the assessment made by both Harrah's and the state  
    consultants and by the previous assessment made by the Marvel gaming consultant when all used the 
same assessment criteria. If one believes the new "smoke and mirrors" criteria 
    established by Marvel Gaming and Penn National, then it should be applied to the Harrah's proposal 
and it will again stand out head and shoulders above the others. 
  
2. Having been a world traveler throughout my working career I find it hard to believe that there is any 
comparison between Harrah's and its competitors as a tourist destination. The Wichita  
    Municipal airport and its first class facilities will be a drawing card for private jets and those coming by 
commercial carrier. Additionally Harrah's plans for junkets is a key factor. The  
    accessibility of Wichita and the things to do and see there as compared to other parts of Sumner 
County must certainly enter in as very few tourists spend all of their time 
    in the Casino. The Championship golf course and the golf school will certainly be an attraction and 
will encourage people to come and to stay longer. There is a tremendous correlation 
    between those who play golf and those who gamble. 
  
Since this covers the main points of the legislation, making money for the state and county and aiding in 
increasing our tourism, I feel there is little left to say. 
  
Having attended the Belle Plain hearings we appreciate the business like way in which you have 
approached this assignment. 
  
Sincerely 
  
Robert and Joan Miller - Mulvane, Kansas 
 



From: Charles Morgan [mailto:cdmorgan@sktc.net] 
Sent: Sunday, July 20, 2008 2:47 PM 
To: Stephen Martino 
Subject: Casino South Central Zone 
 
Dear Kansas Gaming Lottery Board, 
 
First of all, thank you for having the public meetings in Belle Plaine to discuss the Proposals for 
the South Central Zone. 
 
Many items became much clearer to me as the proposals where presented and the questions were 
asked.  Many of the questions posed by the lottery board were able to weed out the truth, or as 
my mom used to say, “The only thing I need to hear is the truth, nothing else counts.”  Both Penn 
and Marvel were running their mouths a lot but every time they’d say something it seemed to 
deface their own proposals.  They never really said anything to prove themselves as true 
destination resorts and the revenue figures were obviously in direct contradiction to their own 
original figures and the State’s three independent studies.  These two were so busy trying to 
agree with Harrah’s management style and proven record, they made it sound like they too were 
in favor of Harrah’s.  Well we both know that is simply not true. 
 
The truth is that Harrah’s does have a great management team that will hit the ground running, 
they have a proposal that offers a true destination resort, and the revenue figures far out stripe the 
other proposals.  The best interest of the people of Kansas will be well served by selecting the 
Harrah’s proposal, No lie. 
 
Charles Morgan 
1017 E. 136th Ave. N 
Mulvane, KS  67110 
 
316-524-1489 
 
 
 
 
 





 
From: Bob Parker [mailto:Bparker78@cox.net]  
Sent: Friday, July 25, 2008 8:45 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: South Central Zone 
 
  
 
Dear Review Board: 
 
  
 
As a Kansas resident I am putting my trust in you to choose the right destination resort/casino for 
our State.  I feel that Harrah’s is the only one that meets all the requirements that you and SB66 
have asked for.  After reading the Wall Street Journal article dated July 24, 2008 titled “States 
Slammed by Tax Shortfall” and seeing the State of Kansas listed as one of the States showing the 
highest shortfall, it would seem to me that the best choice for our State is to choose the location 
that will generate the most revenue – Exit 33 Harrah’s Kansas. 
 
  
 
After attending the meetings in Belle Plaine and Topeka over the last couple of weeks, and 
reading the reports listed on your web site, I as a resident of Kansas would like to see you choose 
a manager that will work with our State in an honorable and professional manner.  Harrah’s and 
Sumner Resorts have shown nothing but class and integrity, which is what the majority of the 
residents of Kansas expect in this new and exciting endeavor. 
 
  
 
I will not throw out facts, figures or statistics, you have seen enough of those from your experts.  
Nor will I burden you with who wants it the most or who deserves it the most, that issue is moot 
as Sumner County is only the host county, this is about the entire State.  I ask that you consider 
what is best for all of Kansas based on your findings and choose the best plan by every measure 
– Harrah’s. 
 
  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You” so very much for all your hard work, 
dedication and integrity.  It is people like you who make me proud to say I am from Kansas.   
 
  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Bob Parker 
 



Mulvane, Kansas 















From: verysharpe1 [mailto:verysharpe1@att.net]  
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 7:08 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansaas 
 
  
Lottery Gaming Facility Review Board 
  
Yes I support Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansas 
  
                           Ella Mae Sharpe 
                           812 Westview Dr. 
                           Mulvane, KS   67110 
 



From: verysharpe1 [mailto:verysharpe1@att.net]  
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 6:59 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Harrah's,Kansas 
 
 Lottery Gaming Facility Review Board 
Yes I support Sumner Resorts Harrah's Kansas 
  
  
                                   James E. Sharpe 
                                   812 Westview Dr. 
                                   Mulvane,KS 67110 
 





From: Larry Smith [mailto:smith8590@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 3:20 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Sumner County Casino 
 
Review Board 
As a resident of Mulvane and Kansas, I am 100% for Harrahs Casino at Exit 33.  In my opinion, 
it is superior to the proposals offered by Penn and Marvel and will generate more revenue for the 
county and state. 
  
Thank You 
  
Larry Smith 
721 Rivera Dr 
Mulvane, Ks 67110 
 





From: Shirley Stauffer [mailto:sstauffer@sutv.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 22, 2008 10:43 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject:  
 
I would like to see Harrah's build at Exit 33. They offer so much more 
than just the Casino ....  
We need the Fire State,Ems and sub Sheriff station. Wellington has 
all this and more. 
I am real excited about the Golf course....I do not play at Wellington because 
of the clicks in Wellington are not welcoming. 
Even though SegwickCounty voted it down. A lot of Wichita people  
wants Exit 33. 
The No votes also was against the Turnpike entrance and exit at 
the Location when it came time  for that to be build. Most of these people are against change.      
  
Shirley Stauffer  
Peck Kansas  
 







From: Ms Beth Ann Todd [mailto:bat-n-tsf@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 5:03 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Cc: info@sumnerresorts.com 
Subject: casino 
 
To the members of the Review Board, 
 If we here in southcentral Kansas are lucky enough to have a Harrah's operation in our vicinity, 
it will be a financial boon to our communities. As a family who travels frequently to casinos, we 
ALWAYS go to a Harrah's Casino and Hotel when available. Their quality and customer service 
is far superior to other similar destination casinos we have been to. Now, when we travel, we 
LOOK to Harrah's! My mother lives in a senior citizen complex and they are so excited at the 
prospect of a Harrah's nearby. It is a safe and fun vacation for the entire family. We range in age 
from 10 to 84.  With a preteen and a teenager, two adults and a senior citizen, it is a challenge to 
find a place that meets all of our needs. Without fail, Harrah's has met our needs! Please take the 
quality of their facilities into consideration when making your decision.  
Thank you for taking the time to listen to my opinion. 
Sincerely, 
Beth Ann Todd  
Anthony S. Frederick 
Betty L. Todd  
 

 













From: Duane Walker [mailto:duane-walker@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 11:18 AM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Sumner County Casino 
 
Our names are Duane and Mary Walker, 404 trail Dr., Mulvane, KS 67110. 
  
We live in Sedgwick County and support the proposed casino at exit 33 west of Mulvane, KS. In 
our opinion the proposed Harrahs Casino will maximize the revenue for the State and Sumner 
County. It is is a true Tourist attraction and will draw people from the largest area. 
  
It will provide revenue and local jobs for a large area. The exit 33 location is within easy driving 
distance for a four county area (Sumner, Cowley, Butler & Sedgwick) that will provide 
employees and guests. 
  
I attended the meeting at Belle Plaine and was very impressed by Harrahs.  
  
I missed the Penn presentation, but the comment that Penn might pull out of Southeast KS if it 
didn't get the Exit 19 casino sounded like attempted BLACKMAIL.  
  
I attended the Marvel presentation and was not impressed. When I was still working for Westar 
Energy we called their type of presentation Smoke and Mirrors. When they didn't get the revenue 
projection they wanted with their own study they hired a consultant. When the consultant didn't 
get the numbers they wanted they hired another consultant and changed the criteria. Their is an 
old saying; "Numbers do not lie, but liars use numbers". 
  
We voted against the casino in Sedgwick County because neither Sedgwick County 
Commissioners or the Wichita City Council ever put forth any reasonable location proposals for 
a Sedgwick County casino.  
  
We respectively request yur approval of the casino at Exit 33 of the KS Turnpike. 
 





From: Monique Strong 
Sent: Friday, July 25, 2008 3:01 PM 
To: Jay Hall 
Subject: Harrah's supporter 
Samantha Wayman would like to voice her support for Harrah’s Casino. 
  
 













From: Jwinkler [mailto:joshheatherchyenne2006@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 4:20 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Casino proposal 
 
Dear sir   
  
My name is Joshua Winkler I  am 25 years old and reside here in Dodge City Ks.  I have been 
following the casino proposals very closely and from what I have heard Butler National Group 
sounds like they have the right Idea Dodge City Gaming defineltly has the wrong idea on the 
proposal they want to have 3 rodeo arenas a livestock showroom and a RV Park whats with that I 
understand we are Dodge City and the old west but we have all those things that Dodge City 
Gaming board is proposing.  For instance we have a rodeo grounds now that is only used once a 
year during Dodge City days we dont need 3 more that is setting yourself up for failure as far as 
Im concerned.  When you go to a casino you expect to have a nice hotel and nice restaurants not 
a bunch of rodeo arenas and cow pens that smell like crap that will drive revenue away for sure.  
Also we already have places to show livestock like the 4h grounds all Im saying is you build 
something with a bunch of rodeo pens and livestock good luck for people wanting to come back 
it you want it to succeed you need to put something Dodge City does not have already wich is 
exactly what Butler National is proposing build a Hotel not a glorified trailer/RV Park  gas is so 
incredibly high right now that people are cutting down driving there RV's so there is really no 
need for one besides we have 2 or 3 Rv parks in this town as it is why do we need another one.  
Bottomline Buttler National deserves to get the contract they are willing to give us something 
that will work not something that people will get tired of and will fail in 2 years like our 
Racetrack think in the future not in the past.  If you build something that Dodge City dont have 
people will come you add all the rodeo arenas livestock pens and all that nonsense people won't 
come back so when you award the winner make sure you are thinking revenue because if Dodge 
City Gaming gets it it will be like everything else in this town work for a year or 2 then close 
down because people have lost interest.  I have lived here my whole life and have seen good 
things come and go because nobody wants to listen to the people and they just put whatever they 
want.  Either it can do really good or bottom out in a couple years but its all in how You build it 
that will decide the future of it.   
  
Thanks much Joshua L Winkler  
 





From: dbwyant [mailto:wya1241@sutv.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 3:47 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Harrah's Kansas Casino Proposal, Mulvane Exit 33 
 

July 24, 2008 

 Lottery Gaming Facility Review Board:  Matt All, Chairman; James Bergfalk; Bob Boaldin; Gary Boston; 
Jack Brier; Dean Farrell; Jackie Vietti 

Due to unanticipated complications from a back surgery in May, we have not been able to attend some of 
the Gaming meetings that have been held but want to share our thoughts about Exit 33 and Harrah’s 
proposal for a resort casino being placed there. 

We moved our family, which included 4 children, to our present home location in the 1400 block on North 
Broadway Road, Peck, Kansas, in 1962. At that time, there were no housing additions on "South" 
Broadway nor were there any housing additions on "South" Hydraulic. Of course, there was no Turnpike 
Exchange and a total of 3 houses were in the first mile south of the Sedgwick-Sumner County Line on 
Broadway or 81 Highway.  

Our lives changed as these additions started being built. People moved in and let their kids and pets 
roam the countryside as they too wanted to be "free out in the country". Some of the new neighbors and 
their pets soon became our adversaries since we soon found several of our children’s 4-H livestock killed 
in the pasture close to our house. Needless to say, we were not too impressed with the "changes" in our 
lives. BUT, we knew this was not our choice and like it or not, progress happens. Soon there was talk of a 
Turnpike Exchange being built. Some of the ‘old timers’ were sure there would not be enough traffic to 
keep the weeds from growing up in the asphalt roadway. I’m sure none of us need to be reminded what a 
great addition the Mulvane Exit 33 has been to this area in northern Sumner County. 

Now we have a tremendous opportunity for improvements of a greater magnitude for the whole area of 
Sumner County; Mulvane, Peck, Belle Plaine, and all the other surrounding cities. If we as a society do 
not continue to grow and expand, we shall soon wither and die (or phase out). This is true in any 
business, church, school or other organization. 

The proposed destination resort has so many positive areas to offer. Each one of us has the responsibility 
to make choices we feel best for our own lives. I express to the ‘nay-sayers’ of Exit 33 –"Please don’t try 
to require your "choice" for everyone else. We all have the choice to stay or relocate if not in agreement 
with the vote of the majority." 

The proposed Harrah’s Kansas destination resort is a far superior facility than others in the competition. 
As members of the Lottery Gaming Facility Review Board, please keep in mind all the requirements set 
forth in Bill SB66 when naming the final location. Exit 33 is an ideal location for many reasons; the golf 
course, entertainment prospects, superior restaurants, much needed convention/meeting rooms, retail 
stores, RV park, housing, and etc-etc, along with the casino itself, not to mention the largest population 
area. Let’s build a facility our state and local residents will be proud of and know that visitors will ‘want’ to 
come and share this experience with us. Let’s keep the money in Kansas instead of at the Oklahoma 
casino’s where so many Sedgwick County cars are seen. God grant you wisdom in making your decision 
and may the best location be named. 

Sincerely, 

Duane and Betty Wyant 



From: dbwyant [mailto:wya1241@sutv.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2008 7:34 PM 
To: KRGC Mailbox 
Subject: Mulvane Exit 33 needs Harrah's development proposal 
 

Mr. Matt All, Chairman and all board members 

I am quite familiar with the Exit 33 Turnpike location as I lived there when it was first built. In fact when my 
parents moved our family to what is now 1421 North Broadway over 47 years ago when there were 3 
residences in the square mile on the west side of Broadway and 3 residences in the square mile on the 
east side of Broadway and the turnpike. I would like to correct some statements of the self-proclaimed 
experts who claim Exit 33 has a flooding problem. I can assure you that after helping farm my parents 
property which Harrah’s leased for the casino there is no flooding issue on the west side of the turnpike.. 

The water draining off my parents property west of the turnpike is forced to the south along the east side 
of 81 Highway. The water everyone sees running by the turnpike entrance and Exit to the Cowskin Creek 
is drainage from at least 240 acres of farm land on the Sedgwick County side north of K53 and the Peck 
Road. It is forced to flow under Highway 53 at the cement culvert and runs down the north side of my 
parent’s property to the east. There have been standing water issues on the corner east of the turnpike 
along Hillside but that has for the most part been corrected when Hillside was rebuilt several years ago.  

The major problem with standing water is at least a ½ mile east of any property Harrah’s has leased. The 
Cowskin Creek is between the stated area and the property leased by Harrah’s.  

Flooding issues in the above mentioned area has recently become much worse because 2 individuals 
have damned up the ditches and the water has no place to go. This is yet another area approved for 
homes by the Sumner County Commissioners several years ago. Someone should be asking the 
question to our commissioners why the Cowskin on the Sumner County side hasn’t been cleaned out like 
Sedgwick County has accomplished over the last few years. It is my understanding that money has been 
allocated by Sumner County Commissioners for this project and some monies have been spent but as we 
can all see nothing has been done as of yet to open up Cowskin Creek. Maybe one of the commissioners 
might care to clarify why something has not been done on this matter. 

Another point is: The area I just mentioned is just one of several additions to be approved over the years 
by Sumner County Commissioners that presently have drainage issues. That is why we have standing 
water issues in these additions when it rains more than 2 inches at a time.  

I built a house in Country Estates on North Estate Rd over 26 years ago. I know all to well about the water 
issues in my area. The main reason Country Estates has water issues is because the County never 
verified the original contractors that started the additions ever completed the drainage according to plans 
which are on record at the courthouse. Those of us that have lived in the area for over 20 years have 
repeatedly asked the Belle Plaine Township, the Sumner County Commissioners and the State for help to 
fix the water problems but to date have received very little to NO attention on this matter. Those who own 
property in Country Estates know all to well about the lack of attention our elected officials give the north 
end of Sumner County. When the natural flow of the water is restricted there will be standing water 
issues.  

One reason I am very much for Harrah’s going in at exit 33 is the chance we will be able to get the 
attention needed to help fix our drainage problems in addition to having a top notch development. The 
ponds that are to be put in on the golf course would solve most of the standing water issues in Country 
Estates unless we get a real deluge of 5 inches or more.  



The addition of a Fire, Police and EMS and the opportunity to hook into water and sewage will also prove 
to be a very big plus for the community. It is just a matter of time before the ground water turns up 
polluted by all the sewage being dispersed into the ground. The water table in the area is only 25 feet 
below the surface and whether the resort casino goes in or not, this area will suffer from the effects of 
polluted water most likely sooner than later with everyone dispersing sewage water.  

My parents moved to the country in 1962 for peace and quiet. What is funny, no one ask my parents if it 
was ok to build any of the additions that are now in the area and ruin their peace and quiet. The 
individuals that are now complaining about losing their peace and quiet don’t have a leg to stand on from 
our view. We had 2 choices when all this happened to us, either move or put up with progress. We have 
grown to realize there is no stopping progress. The south end of Sedgwick and the Northern part of 
Sumner are about the only place that has not seen much development over the years. The opportunity to 
have something like a resort casino built in our neighborhood will be a boom to everyone even tho’ it may 
not seem so now. We heard the same thing from a few of the locals when exit 33 was built. It sure didn’t 
take long for them to change their opinion once it was completed. 

The north end residents of Sumner County need to get the attention of the Commissioners from both 
Sedgwick and Sumner Counties since they don’t recognize we exist. They aren’t the only ones however 
as we have had to argue and argue with the Wichita Eagle to even get the Wichita addition of the daily 
newspaper and we’re only 11 miles south of Wichita.  

Go Harrah’s! The State and Mulvane Exit 33 need you. 

Sincerely, 

James Wyant 
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